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part these are uninhabited and useless but at the southern
end the platform has been hea\ed above the water in a
series of great la^a domes that now form the Hawaiian
Islands Volcanic activity is still prominent in Hawaii the
largest highest and most southerly island of the group
which consists of eight large islands and a number of smaller
rocky peaks The average elevation of the group is o\er a
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thousand feet while Mauna Loa on the island of Hawaii
rises to a summit nearh 14000 feet abo\e the sea The
eight inhabited islands co\er o%er 6000 square miles and
form a ternton under the go\ eminent of the United States
Oahu towards the centre of the group with half the popu
lation of the islands is economicallv the most important
island
Like Fiji Hawaii is in the trade wind belt and enjoys a
very similar climate Average temperature throughout the
year is between 70 and 72 and there is only a difference
of 5 8 between the averages of the warmest and the coolest